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In The Memory Of
WILLIAM GRIEVE
- 1828 - 1913

AND

.IANE GRIEVE (NEE FLETT)
1833-1912

PIONEERS OF THE WALCHA DISTRICT WHO LIE BURIEI
WITHIN SIGHT OF THEIR ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD

ERECTED BY THEIR DESCENDANTS
DECEMBER 1994





image2.jpeg
&  BACKGROUND HISTORY B

William Grieve and Jane Flett were manried in Kirkwall in the Orkney Isles
on 11th November 1856. As a farm labowrer with little prospect of tinanaial
seeurity, William and his new bride saw migration to Australia, with its
fabour shortages, vast land and the Gold Rushes, as offering more
‘ cpportunities than Orkney. The 1850s and 1860s were a pericd of social
‘ upheaval in the Scottish Northern Isles, whers many Crofters (small tenant
| farmers) were forcad to emigrate due to the ‘Clearances’ as new agricultural
{echniques reduced the need for labour. On th July 1857 they embarked
, on the 'John Bunyan' at the Pont of Liverpeol. They arrived in Sydnay. on
27th October 1857 saveral months after the sinking of the 'Dunbar’ at the
entrance lo Sydney Harbour.

1n 1859, William Grigve's name appeard on the Armidale Eiectoral Rolt,
showing that he resided on "Bergen-Op-Zoom'. This was a squatfers run
which togk in this area, where he was probably a shepherd. The
Robertson Land Acts In the 1860s allowed a free selection of crown land,
and some parts of squatters runs were selected by ‘conditional purchase’.
;‘ In 1869 William selected 40 acres on the 'Bergen-Op-Zoom' run. He
called his selection"Brickwal {CP69/1 Parish of Boulton, County of L=
Vernon). The block was surveyed on 14th October 1869 and it showed a
hut and a ploughed area near the creek. More land was subsequently
either conditionally purchased or leased, as this was the method used by
many selectors 1o increase the size of their holdings. A report of the

inspactor of Stocks and Brands in 1885 noted that Willlam Grieve had 620
acres, § horses, 17 cattle and 450 sheep.

Meanwhile, back in Orknay, the 1880s was the period when the
‘Clearances’ on the istand of Bousay continued with increased intensity.
Some evictions did occur on Rousay in the 1840s and 1850s, however
they did not occur in large numbaers until the 1880s when rents were
rapidly increased under the Laird, General Burroughs. During this period,
William Grieve's brother James returned from the Colonies (we believe
Canada) and was considersd a b
X standards, James and another, pr-italColm, were subsequently
&victed from their croft 'Outerdy filiam’s birthplace]) on Rousay
because James had given evidence against the Laird at the Crofters:
Foyal Commission. The Laird began a personal vendetta against James
and anather crofter who had appeared beforg the Royal Commission. The
case brought national attention and the conflict betwsen the Laird and the
| crofters became a very bitter pubific dispute. Eventually, a gunboat was
sentio keep the peace.

Williarn and Jane's marriage produced 11 living children: Mary (born on

. the voyage out in 1857), William (1859), James (1861), Malcolm (1883),

i Jane (1885}, John (1866), Ann (1868), Helena (1870), Alick {1872), Batsy
{1874) and Alice (1877). Several of the sons selected land elsewhers in

| the district and the daughters married local farmers/selectors. Ugon his

| death in 1913, the estate was sworn at 3452 pounds 2 shillings. William's

son Alick continued to farm "Brickwall’ until it was sold in'the 1930s when

ha moved with his tamily to Bingara.
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